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ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  SUBCUTANEOUS 
NA^VUS,  WITH  A CASE.  By  John  Paxton, 
M.D.,  Kilmarnock,  in  a Letter  to  the  Editor. 


In  the  following  communication  I send  the  particulars  of 
a case  of  subcutaneous  nmvus,  in  which  the  treatment 
followed  was  somewhat  new,  and  proved  completely  suc- 
cessful. I am  induced  to  do  so,  as  none  of  the  established 
modes  of  treatment,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  are  sure  of 
succeeding,  or  can  be  applied  under  aU  circumstances ; 
the  best  proof  of  which  is,  that  in  a most  interesting  case 
of  erectile  tumour — lately  communicated  to  the  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal,  by  Dr.  A.  D.  Anderson,  and  where  many 
of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  profession  were  consulted 
— there  was  found  great  difficulty  in  the  treatment,  and 
indeed  the  case  was  ultimately  left  to  nature. 

A.  G.  was  found  to  have,  soon  after  birth,  a well- 
marked  fullness  above  the  imicr  canthus  of  the  left  eye, 
which  appeared  to  arise  from  the  orbit  at  that  part,  and 
encroached  a little  on  the  eyelid.  This  was  elastic,  dis- 
appeared into  the  orbit  on  very  slight  pressure,  but  im- 
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mediately  filled  again  when  the  pressiu*e  was  removed. 
The  fullness  in  a few  weeks  became  a projecting  tumour^ 
about  the  size  of  the  tip  of  the  little  finger,  and  evinced 
unmistakable  marks  of  being  composed  of  erectile  tissue. 
It  grew  rapidly  in  size,  became  of  a bright  red  colom, 
and  showed  a very  active  condition  of  the  circulation. 

The  mother  being  anxious  about  it,  resolved,  before 
recourse  was  had  to  any  treatment,  to  consult  your  eminent 
townsman.  Dr.  Mackenzie,  who  recommended  pressure, 
and  if  that  should  faU,  vaccination.  The  former  plan  was 
not  adopted,  as  I did  not  expect  much  good  from  it,  being 
unable  to  see  how  pressure  could  be  effectively  apphed. 
Vaccination  was,  however,  tried.  Four  points  of  lymph 
were  inserted  at  the  base  of  the  tumour,  and  each  became 
a properly  developed  pustule,  so  that  the  tumour  was  per- 
vaded by  the  specific  inflammation.  On  the  crusts  becoming 
detached,  however,  the  tumour  was  found  to  be  as  active 
as  ever,  and  increased  so  rapidly  that  its  progress  became 
rather  alarming.  In  its  situation,  and  at  so  early  an  age, 
excision  was  probably  sui’gically  impossible,  and  ligature, 
from  its  proximity  to  the  eye,  hardly  admissible.  It  then 
occurred  to  me  to  try  the  effect  of  introducing  a solution 
of  the  perchloride  of  iron  into  the  tumour,  as  proposed  by 
the  French  surgeons,  Pravaz,  Malgaignc,  Velpeau,  Jobert, 
&c.,  for  the  treatment  of  different  forms  of  aneurism.  This 
I at  first  thought  of  doing,  by  injecting  a portion  of  the 
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cblorule  by  means  of  an  Anel’s  syringe ; but  was  deterred 
by  tbe  difficulty  of  limiting  tbe  amoimt  and  extent  of  tbe 
injection.  I idtimately  tried  tbe  following  plan:— 

Having  bad  prepared  some  of  tbe  solution,  of  specific 
gravity  1-300,  I armed  two  common  surgical  needles  with 
threads  of  white  floss  silk,  of  a thickness  which  I judged 
would  fill  tbe  wound  made  by  tbe  needle,  but  not  tightly, 
so  as  to  require  too  much  traction  in  introducing  them. 
These  threads  were  then  soaked  in  tbe  solution.  One  of 
tbe  needles  was  passed  through  tbe  base  of  tbe  tumour, 
and  carried  on  till  tbe  silk  occupied  tbe  wound  made  by 
its  passage.  This  was  allowed  to  remain  a few  seconds, 
so  as  to  permit  tbe  iron  to  mix  with  tbe  blood  in  tbe  nasvus. 
A second  length  was  then  drawn  in,  with  tbe  same  pre- 
caution of  allowing  it  to  remain  a short  time,  and  finally 
a third  length.  Tbe  ends  were  then  clipped  off.  Tbe 
second  needle  was  now  earned  through  tbe  base  of  tbe 
tumour,  at  right  angles  to  tbe  course  of  the  first,  and  man- 
aged in  precisely  a similar  manner. 

Tbe  blood,  of  a bright  red  colour,  spirted  pretty  freely 
when  the  needles  were  carried  through;  but  tbe  Instant 
the  threads  soaked  in  the  chloride  followed,  the  blood 
coagulated  as  it  ran,  and  became  very  dark.  By  the 
time  the  third  length  had  been  carried  through,  the  bleed- 
ing had  ceased  completely. 
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The  threads  were  allowed  to  remain  for  several  days, 
till  suppuration  had  taken  place  around  them,  when  they 
were  withdrawn  quite  easily,  and  without  any  risk  of  hae- 
morrhage. 

A considerable  amount  of  inflammation  took  place  in 
the  tumour,  and  even  extended  to  the  eye,  but  had  become 
less  by  the  time  the  thi'eads  were  withdrawn,  and  soon  after 
disappeared. 

The  tumour,  which  up  to  this  time  had  become  larger 
and  more  active,  now  remained  stationary,  then  gi*adually 
began  to  decrease  in  size,  became  less  red  in  its  colour  and 
less  prominent.  The  operation  was  performed  when  the 
child  was  between  six  and  seven  months  old;  and  when 
I last  saw  her,  at  two  years  of  age,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  say  that  such  a disease  had  ever  existed.  The 
surface  was  quite  flat,  and  the  skin  of  its  natural  coloiu*. 

Of  course  I am  aware  that  one  successful  case  docs  not 
constitute  a successful  mode  of  treatment ; but  I bring  this 
modification  of  the  operation  before  the  profession  as  having 
a claim  for  a trial. 

There  seems  no  clement  of  danger  in  the  operation, 
flflicrc  is  no  conceivable  situation  of  an  erectile  tumour  in 
which  a thread  may  not  be  introduced  by  a needle  of  a 
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proper  shape  and  length.  They  may  be  introduced  in  any 
number;  and  if  a portion  of  the  tumour  seems  to  have 
escaped  the  coagulating  eflFect  of  the  salt  of  iron  at  first, 
the  process  may  be  repeated  on  that  particular  part  at  any 
subsequent  time.  There  is  no  loss  of  .substance,  nor  risk 
of  haemoiThage,  as  when  the  Icnife  is  used ; neither  is  there 
the  risk  of  sloughing  and  disfigurement,  as  when  the  ligature 
is  had  recourse  to. 

The  operation  for  the  cure  of  aneurism  by  injection  of 
the  perchloride  of  iron  was  received  with  sanguine  expec- 
tations of  success  at  first;  and  if  it  has  not  come  quite 
up  to  these  expectations,  one  chief  cause,  no  doubt,  was 
the  difliculty  of  regulating  the  amount  and  extent  of  the 
injection.  May  not  this  plan,  or  some  modification  of  it, 
give  us  the  means  of  overcoming  this  difficulty. 

The  success  which  attended  the  treatment  adopted  in 
this  case  is  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  profession,  so 
that  the  method  suggested,  if  of  any  value,  may  be  put  to 
the  test  by  those  who  have  more  extended  opportunities 
than  commonly  fiill  to  the  lot  of  provincial  practitioners. 
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